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*Elementary Update  

* CSDõs 10th Kindergarten class will begin in August, 2010  
 

* Natural light in all elementary classrooms 
 

* Continued emphasis on Boyerõs foundation of math, language, & art literacy 
 

* Research-driven instruction & practices remain our foundation  
 

* Teachers seeking advanced degrees, serving as consultants, qualifying for 
competitive programs such as UNCCõs Summer Writing program 
 

* Classrooms participating in undergraduate & graduate research projects  
 

* Solid EOG results & academic gains for students 



*

* 2009-2010 marks the first year of our complete MS (6 -8) program 
 

* Algebra 1 differentiation a success  
 

* Introduction of traditional grades in 8 th grade to prepare for HS 
 

* College planning introduced in 6 th grade, expanded in 8 th grade 
 

* 8th grade practicum a success with widespread community support  
 

* New, 14-seat activity bus  
 

* Record registration: 2000+ K-9 applicants, automated lottery process  
 

* Childrenõs House preschool to move to HS & free-up critical space in MS 



*High School Vision  

 OUR VISION IS TO:  

* Ensure that the strength & integrity of relationships remain central  

* Nurture intrinsically motivated students  

* Use research-driven pedagogy, relevant, integrated curricula & meaningful 

community engagement 

* Pair students with advisors who serve as advocates & mentors 

* Emphasize the importance of diversity & individuality in our school, community, & 

the world  

 

SO THAT OUR STUDENTS:  

* Are happy and productive citizens of the world  

* Attend the colleges that fit them best  . . . And, more importantly, are successful 

once theyõre there 

òBeyond building community, and 

beyond offering a curriculum with 

coherence,  

an effective school provides a 

climate for learning that is both 

active and creative, not passive 

and restrictive.ó                                                             

--Dr. Ernest Boyer  



*High School Staff  

 
 

 

 

Susan Ban 

English 1 

 

Matt Glass 

Algebra & 

Geometry 

Veronica 

Westendorff  

Biology 1 

Valerie Byars 

World History 

 

Nancy Slagle 

Spanish 1 

Kristin Ratnofsky, 

EC 

 

Michael Wolfe, 

Technology 

 

Melissa Ohlman-

Roberge  

Drama 

Sharon Conner 

& Jessie Perkins 

Art 

Faith Mottershead, 

Dance 

Jim Dumser, 

Woodworking/Draf

ting  

 

Chorus, Band, & 

Orchestra 

Lynn Hennighausen, 

Bobbi-Jo Carpenter,  

& Marc Sweet 

 

Fitness  

Jessica Smith 

Counselor 

 

April Whedbee 

Front Office  

Connie Wessner 

Academic Dean 

 

Ralph Pillsbury 

Principal  



*Common Curricular 
Components 

* Student-empowered as scientists, historians, writers, artists in their 
daily activities  
 

* High interest, relevant curricula  
 

* Scaffolded content and process 
 

* Innovative methods drive instruction, such as project - and problem-
based learning, inquiry  
 

* Opportunities to conduct publishable research  

 



*Course Offerings  

English 1 
Working with students to build thinking skills through writing, reading, & 
speaking 
  
ᶻWriting for Your Life :  self-exploration through multi -genre writing and 

documentation  
 
ᶻHeroõs Journey: a study of the universal path from adolescent to adult  

 
ᶻMaking Connections that Matter : partnerships with Davidson College in 

journalism, the arts, & media  
 
Iz-Search: original research, using and documenting sources, gaining interview 
& inquiry skills  
 

HONORS:   Original writing projects with self -publishing opportunities  

Student as writers * genre-based reading * discussion & debate * the writerõs process 



*Course Offerings  

Algebra 1 
Describing & translating among graphic, algebraic, numeric, tabular, & 

verbal representations of relations  

 

Ozperations with polynomials and matrices  

 

Czreation and application of linear functions & relations  

 

Azlgebraic representations of geometric relationships  

 

Izntroduction to nonlinear functions  

 

HONORS: Independent, interdisciplinary, problem -based learning projects  

 

Student as mathematician * appropriate technology * manipulatives * problem -solving 



*Course Offerings  

Geometry 
Using data analysis, probability, & geometric/algebraic properties of figures to 
solve problems & write proofs  
 
ᶻHighest & Best Use : cooperative projects with the Town of Davidson to 

optimize land use  
 

ᶻAlternative Energy Explorations : design & construction of on -site windmill  
 

ᶻLocal Architect Partnership : personal building design, discussions, and drafting  
 

ᶻVideo Game Design: programming logic & algebraic/graphical relationships  
 

HONORS: Publishable, applied geometry projects  

Student as mathematician * art of reason * location learning * student -led investigations  



*Course Offerings  

Biology 1 
Understanding the physical, chemical and cellular basis of life, asking a central question: 
Is Life Sustainable?  

Fzieldwork Expertise:  Students become experts in specific outdoor species  

Wzorld in a Bottle : Living world is understood from microbiology to mammals, 
surviving in a sealed bottle  

Azpplied Biology at the Bench : Students conduct research in the lab from bacteria to 
macro-organisms 

Sztudent -Constructed Biosphere : Unique research that showcase problem -based & 
project -based learning opportunities  

HONORS: Work with published authors on scientific papers, research, & outreach  

Student as scientist * relevant topics  * proven methods * collaborative research  



*Course Offerings  

World History 
 
Discovering how people from the past attempted to solve problems and adapt  
  

Czoncurrent Themes : Humans & Other Humans, Humans & the Environment, & 
Humans & Ideas 
 
Czontemporary Conflicts: in the Middle East, Darfur, Iran, and the former Soviet 
republics 
 
Iznternational Organizations : Invisible Children, Committee On Conscience, & 
UNICEF 
 
ᶻGenealogical Research  

 
HONORS: Socratic seminars & properly documented historical research culminating in 
analytical paper   
 

Student as historian * experiential learning  * thematic approach * conflict resolution  



*Course Offerings  

Foreign Language 
Szpanish to reflect the changing demographics of our culture, both locally and 
nationally  
 
ᶻMandarin to reflect our mission to provide an educational experience for students 

who will enter a world where Mandarin is recognized as a critical language for 
success in the fields of economics, science, technology, and fields that have not yet 
been named 
 
Szign Languageñpossible future elective  
 
Ezxploring international travel & service opportunities  

Student as world citizen * cultural literacy  * travel opportunities * global context  



*The Arts  

Visual Arts 
 

* Culminating Gallery Exhibit at end of semester  
 

* Demonstrations by Visiting Artists  
 

* Off-campus trips to Davidson College Visual Center, 
Charlotte Museums 
 

* Visual and Written Journals, Comprehensive Portfolio 
Development 
 

* Class development and creation of community art 
projects  



*The Arts  

Dance 
* Quality blend of technical training & artistic 

exploration with an emphasis on technique  

* Cecchetti  and RAD Ballet Techniques 

* Modern Dance including Graham, Horton, 
Cunningham, Weidman, Paxton, & 
Contemporary/Release techniques 

* Technique & choreography of past & present dancers 
& choreographers 

* An assortment of styles including African,  
Hip-Hop, Ballroom, Modern, Ballet, & Improv 

* Basic body care, nutrition, & experiential anatomy 
included.  

* Collaboration with Dance Davidson as well as 
exciting performance opportunities!  

 

 



*The Arts  

Drama 
* Intensive Actor Training  

* Theatre through history and in different cultures  

* Classical, contemporary, world & original scripts  

* Freshman Showcase, Musical Theatre, and Original 
Works presentations 

* Off-campus trips to Davidson College, Charlotte 
Museums 

* Uta Hagenõs Nine Object Exercises, theatre games 

* Linklater  spoken voice training  

* Movement for the actor & pantomime  

* Scene study, character development  

* Script writing & directing, as well as  
scene, costume, make-up design  



*The Arts  

Music: Chorus, Band & Orchestra 
* Music at the high school level builds on K -8 music experiences as a 

comprehensive, sequential, & discipline -based program.  

* Students continue to broaden their respect for and understanding of 
music as an art form.  

* Students examine the relationship of music to other content areas & 
the role & meaning of music in various social, cultural, & historical 
contexts.  

* Continued focus on Band & Chorus 

* Integration of technology into the music program to include MIDI 
and songwriting 

 



*The Arts  

Woodworking/Drafting  
 

* Advanced tools and techniques enable an array 
of projects & method.  
 

* Comprehension and use of plans and 
architectural drawings.  
 

* Student-paced class work 
 

* Completed projects kept for a lifetime  
 

*Spring juried show of studentsõ best work 

 

 




