Homework 9/13/2010 (due 9/21)
1. Lit. circle books: 
	FIRST: read and use sticky notes to record your thoughts as you 	read.  Notice and wonder about the characters, settings, and 	especially any connections that you are reminded of (other 	things/experiences/texts you have experienced before.)    
	NEXT:  fill out the “discussion preparation” handout so you are       	prepared to talk in our literature circles next week
2. Reading : none for this week
3. Reader’s response:  Using a friendly letter, write to one of your parents about “Journey to Jo’burg” OR your current lit circle book.  Let them know how it ties into our SS unit of Africa and how it is affecting change in your thinking or behavior.
EX:  
	Dear Dad,
                   You would really like the book I am reading, “To Kill a Mockingbird” because you are such a fan of history and this takes place during the Great Depression.  I am one-third of the way through and am totally into it!  The main character, Scout, lives in Alabama and her dad is a lawyer.  The mom died so there is a black maid that helps raise Scout and her brother, Jem. 

	Scout and her brother make a new friend, Dill, over the summer and they discover a spooky house up the street where a man lives, but never ventures outside.  The three kids spend the summer acting out stories, especially ones centering around the odd neighbor who hides in the spooky house. 

I have stopped reading at the part where Scout goes to school for the first time and she really dislikes it.  Do you think school is too hard for Scout or it’s just that she would rather play all day? I can relate to that because I sure would rather just do what I feel like on some days!  As I continue to read, I think I will discover that Scout learns to like school and that maybe she will even somehow get to know the neighbor up the street that seems so spooky.  I’ll let you know what happens when I read more.

Love,
Kat
3.       Word Study week 4 (9/13/2010)
anticipate:  to expect or predict
abundant:  existing or available in large quantities, plentiful
access:  a means of approaching or entering a place
accumulate:  gather or build up
adapt:  to make something suitable for a new use or purpose
adhere:  believe in and follow the practices of
allegiance:  loyalty or commitment of a subordinate to a superior or of an individual to a group or a cause
ambition:  a strong desire to do or achieve something, typically requiring determination and hard work
ample:   enough or more than enough; plentiful 
anguish:  severe mental or physical pain or suffering
anticipate:  expect or predict, be prepared, look forward to
anxious:  feeling unease worry or nervousness, typically about something with an unknown outcome
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