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CHINA AND THE SHANG DYNASTY
LESSON 18

ke Chinese food? I love it! If you like it or not, we might all agree that it is unique; with a style
r of its very own. Well, much like its food, the vast country of China is unique, too, because
stinct geography, culture, and government.

gh mountains, desetts, and oceans guard the land where China is today. Get out a globe or atlas
wrand find the borders. Because of these natural bartiets, China did not attract very many outside
sitots long, long ago. The difficulty of the journey likely meant that when people did travel or migrate
to China, ‘they stayed there. T

We find, then, that there was much interbreeding among the eatly settlers to China. That means
the same kind of people kept martying the same kind of people. This may account for the distinct
difference in physical features of the Asian people still seen today—features such as almond-shaped
eyes and jet-black hair.

The Chinese cultute is thought to be the oldest pure remnant of an ancient civilization that exists.
The word “culture” refets to the art, music, writings, and drama of a patticular people. Because of
China’s longtime isolation from the rest of the wotld, its culture has remained very distinguishable.
That means it is very easy to recognize Chinese things because they are very different from the Western
wortld. In contrast, the cultutes of the Babylonians, the Greeks, and the Romans have somewhat blended
together with neighboring countries over time.

As for government, the Chinese have almost always been ruled by dynasties. A dynasty is 2 family
that obtains power and keeps it, sometimes for centuries at a time, by passing it on to their children
when they grow up. Thete have been 10 or more dynasties to rule China in this fashion,

- One of the first dynasties we know of is the Xia. They probably ruled for four or five hundred
yeats somewhere between the twenty-first and sixteenth centuries before Christ. Not very much is
known about the people of the Xia dynasty and for a long time it wasn’t clear whether they existed at
all. But, in the 1960s and 1970s, archaeologists found lots of things which support the fact that these
people wete real. They found parts of cities, bronze tools, and burial grounds, all pointing to the lives
of these ancient people.

i The next ruling family of China was the Shang dynasty. A lot more is known about them except
exactly when they ruled. Some historians think they lived as far back as 1760 B.c. Othets say they ruled
fro ab ut, 1600 B.C. to 1066 B.C.
- No ma_t:f:_?r:when the Shang lived and ruled, they’re still remembered for some neat things. For one
.they‘_-.'start'ed a written language, but it was very different from ours. The eatly Chinese used 50 006
chatactets to express themselves. Imagine learning their ABC song in kindergarten! They also \:vere
making bronze eatly on and using horses to drive chariots,
~ One of the unusual things the Shang knew how to do was to grow silkworms and use them to make
silk fabric. A vety special worm has to be cultivated, one that eats only mulbetty leaves. The worm spins
threads into silk around its cocoon. It requites a lot of human skill and patience to unwind these delicate
threads.
Legends say there was an empress named His-Ling Shi who lived long befote the Shang dynasty.
She was the fitst to have mulbetry groves planted specifically to feed the precious silkwotm. Over time
silk b.ecame s0 valuable to people that it was sometimes used like money. In later years, silk cloth became’
a sertous item for trading to other countries. The Chinese kept the method of making silk a secret for
about 3,000 yeats! That’s a long time for keeping a sectet.
We will study the other dynasties of China as they emerge over history. Some were quite short, but
most lasted hundreds of years at a time, giving China some of its unique characteristics. ’
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Prefixes:

Ab- from or away from (abnormal, abrupt, abduction)

Ad- to or toward (advance, adhesive, addition)

Ali- other (alias, alien, alibi)

de- down, away (descend, deteriorate, deregulate)

Ir - not or the opposite of (irregular, irreplaceable, irreverent)
Ex - out or out of (exhale, export, expulsion)

In- (prefix) - not or the opposite of (incapable, inadequate, indecent)

Con- (prefix) - with, jointly, completely (conspirator, converge, content)

Suffixes:

-ic- having to do with (dramatic, allergic, metallic)

-ate- to become or to cause to become or have (consolidate, ventilate, activate)
-ology adisciple of study (biology, astrology, dermatology)

-age - action, result (courage, marriage, voyage)

-ous - having, full of, characterized by (joyous, adventurous, conscious)

-ion - act or process (abduction, calculation, capitalization)
- ity - quality, state, degree (acidity, captivity, elasticity)
-Ary (suffix) - relating to, quality, place (dictionary, ordinary, aviary)

-ant (suffix) - serving in the capacity of (applicant, contestant, tenant})
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Reader’s Response January 25 (round 2 of Asia books)

Seek and Find
What other books, if any, has the author written?

Give an example of figurative language (simile, metaphor, or personification)

from your book. Also, list the page number.

What did the figurative language really mean?

What is the primary conflict?

How do you think the conflict will resolve?

Find an example of narration (where a speaker is quoted) and write it down.

Then, add some adjectives and adverbs to make the statement more interesting.

Make sure it would still be appropriate to include in the text.

BRING THIS TO LITERATURE CIRCLE DISCUSSION ON
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 2 AND BRING YOUR BOOK, TOO ©
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